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Tuia – Encounters 250
In 2019, Aotearoa New Zealand will acknowledge 250 years since the first onshore meetings between Māori and Europeans with a national commemoration called Tuia - Encounters 250 (Tuia 250).

Tuia 250 will encourage honest kōrero/conversations within communities about Māori and European settlement of New Zealand.

Tuia 250 will recognise the extraordinary voyaging traditions and cultures of Te Moananui a Kiwa (the Pacific), the exceptional feats of Pacific voyagers, their mātauranga (knowledge), innovation and non-instrument navigation prowess and their decision to settle in Aotearoa many generations ago.

Tuia 250 will also acknowledge the feats of European explorers, the technology they developed and their first encounters with the people of this place when James Cook, Tupaia and others on the Endeavour arrived and sailed around Aotearoa in 1769.
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The following themes have been developed to guide the Tuia 250 program:
· Dual Heritage – Shared Future: Presenting a balanced and honest historical narrative to better understand our relationships, and build a strong foundation for a richer shared future
· Voyaging: Uplifting Pacific/Māori and European voyaging and navigation techniques
· First meetings, migration and settlement: Considering their impact on contemporary society 
· The arts, science, technology and mātauranga of two great voyaging traditions (Pacific and European): The innovation and skill that existed in 1769 and before that time
· Whakapapa and identity: Exploring our own stories and our common bond as voyagers to Aotearoa New Zealand.
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Key messages
The Tuia - Encounters 250 Story
In 2019, Aotearoa New Zealand will acknowledge 250 years since the first onshore meetings between Māori and Europeans with a national commemoration called Tuia – Encounters 250 (Tuia 250).
Tuia 250 will encourage kōrero (discussion) debate and reflection, and enable a more balanced telling of our stories, so that we speak openly and respectfully about our history.  It is an opportunity to hold some honest conversations about Māori and European settlement of New Zealand to guide our future.  
Tuia 250 - long form key messages
Tuia 250 is about the people and place of Aotearoa New Zealand - what brought us together, the challenges we face and how we will weave our cultures and values into a future we will be proud to leave for the next generation.
Tuia 250 will recognise the extraordinary voyaging traditions and cultures of Te Moana Nui a Kiwa (the Pacific), the exceptional feats of Pacific voyagers, their mātauranga (knowledge), innovation and non-instrument navigation prowess and their decision to settle in Aotearoa many generations ago. 
Tuia 250 will also acknowledge the feats of European explorers, the technology they developed and their first encounters with the people of this place when James Cook, Tupaia and others on the Endeavour arrived and sailed around Aotearoa in 1769.
Tuia 250 - short form key messages
“Let’s Talk.  Tuia 250”
The purpose of this short form message is to provide a safe initiation tool for New Zealanders to engage in conversation - as individuals and as communities – so that we feel comfortable to discuss actions that have occurred over the past 250 years and develop understanding to guide pathways forward.  “Let’s Talk.  Tuia 250” is a call to action for communities and individuals to recognise.  

“Tuia te muka tangata ki uta”
“Weaving people together for a shared future”
The purpose of this short form message is to recognise our connections to this land and to each other.  The ocean brought us here, it is our history, our heritage, our culture and our future. This message asks all to work together to ensure our connections to ocean, earth and each other remain strong.  
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